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1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

2. (b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States 

3. (e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1-11 and 16-23 are rejected under 35 U.S. C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by each of Railsback, van Konynenburg et al and Yamada et al. 

5 Claims 1-1 1 and 16-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Branan, Jr. et al 

Each of the reference disclose polymeric compositions and articles produced, 
therefrom, containing carbon black. 

The carbon black taught or suitable include blacks which either explicitly or 
implicitly through their ASTM designator peeen all the physical properties claimed 
instantly. 

6. Claims 12-15 and 24-33 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

7 Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Edward Cain whose telephone number is 703-308-0042. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 10:00 am to 6:00 pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vasu Jagannathan can be reached on 703-306-2777. The fax phone 
numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703- 
872-9097 for regular communications and 703-872-9310 for After Final 

communications 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308- 
0661. 



E. Cain/mn 
March 10. 2003 




